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Position Digital Learning Technologies in the context of                     

Junior Cycle Music 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“We humans are tool builders and that we can 

fashion tools that amplify these inherent abilities 

that we have to spectacular magnitudes.” 

“A computer has always been a bicycle of the mind. 
Something that takes us far beyond our inherent abilities 

and I think that we are just at the early stages of the 
tool… it is still in its formation. Already we have seen 
enormous changes but that’s nothing compared to 

what’s coming in the next one hundred years.”  

Digital Strategy Vision:  

‘Realise the potential of digital technologies to enhance teaching, learning 

and assessment so that Ireland’s young people become engaged thinkers, 

active learners, knowledge constructors and global citizens to participate 

fully in society and the economy’ 

 

Steve Jobs, 1980 
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Examine the potential of Digital Learning in the             

Music Specification 

 

 

 

TASK: Perform the following musical phrases:  

 
 

TASK: Consider what learning could be engaged with from the following 

learning outcomes using this video as a resource 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 compose and perform 

or play back short musical 

phrases and support these 

phrases by creating 

rhythmic/melodic/ 

harmonic ostinato to 

accompany them 

1.3 design a harmonic or 

rhythmic accompaniment, 

record this accompaniment 

and improvise over this 

recording  

1.11 illustrate the structure 

of a piece of music through 

a physical or visual 

representation  

2.6 design a rhythmic or 

melodic ostinato and add 

layers of sound over the 

pattern as it repeats, 

varying the texture to 

create a mood piece to 

accompany a film clip or a 

sequence of images 

3.9 investigate the 
influence of processing 
effects (e.g. distortion, 
reverb, compression) on 
the recording process; 
select some recording and 
evaluate the use and 
effectiveness of such 
effects within them  

3.10 discuss the principles 

of music property rights 

and explain how this can 

impact on the sharing and 

publishing of music  

 

1.3 DESIGN A HARMONIC OR RHYTHMIC ACCOMPANIMENT, RECORD THIS 

ACCOMPANIMENT AND IMPROVISE OVER THIS RECORDING. 

WHAT LEARNING NEEDS TO TAKE PLACE TO ACHIEVE THIS LEARNING OUTCOME? 
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Link the Learning across the three interconnected Strands              

  QR Code 

What is a Quick Response (QR) Code? 

A QR Code can be used to navigate to a source, for example a website. It stores data, 

URL links, resources and text for reading by the camera on a device or via a 

downloaded app. 

How to create a QR Code 

Log onto QRstuff.com and follow these steps: 

1. Select the type of QR code you need: website, video etc.  

2. Add the QR code content: the website URL.  

3. Style your QR code: change colour, add logo etc.  

4. Download your QR code.  

 

Digital Learning in the Music Specification 

 
TASK: Find the POTENTIAL for using digital learning technologies to 

enhance learning, teaching and assessment in our music specification 
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Explore Digital Learning in a sample Unit of Learning     

using an iPad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Experience Digital Learning in a sample Unit of Learning       

using a PC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intended Learning: 

(Section A) 

• 4/4 Time signature  

• Body percussion 

• Rhythmic 
accompaniment  

• How to record  

• Reverb  

Intended Learning: 

(Section B) 

• Rhythmic Improvisation 

• Rhythmic Accompaniment   

• How to record 

• Reverb, Panning, Treble 

and Bass effects 

Intended Learning: 

(Section D) 

• Structure in music 

• Visual 

representation of 

structure                       

 

Intended Learning: 

(Section C) 

• Harmonic 

accompaniment  

• How to record  

• Songs with similar 

chord 

progressions.   

 

 

  

1.2    Create and present a short piece using instruments and/or 

other sounds in response to a stimulus.  

2.7    Create and present some musical ideas using instruments 

and/or found sounds to illustrate moods or feelings expressed in 

a poem, story or newspaper article. 

3.9    Investigate the influence of processing effects (e.g. 
distortion, reverb, compression) on the recording process; select 
some recording and evaluate the use and effectiveness of such 
effects within them  

 

 

Intended Learning:  

Founds Sounds 

Responding to a stimulus 

Processing Effects  

1.9    Demonstrate an understanding of a range of metres and pulses through the use of body 

percussion or other means od movement.  

1.3    Design a harmonic or rhythmic accompaniment, record this accompaniment and improvise over 

this recording. 

1.11   Illustrate the structure of a piece of music through a physical or visual representation  

2.8     Analyse the chordal structure of excerpts from a range of songs and compile a list of songs with 
similar chord structures and progressions 

3.9     Investigate the influence of processing effects (e.g., distortion, reverb, compression) on the 
recording process; select some recordings and evaluate the use and effectiveness of such effects 
within them 
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Consider further digital supports for your classroom.   

 
Digital Technologies: Software utilised today include: 

• Garageband 

• Audacity 

• QR Codes 

• Mentimeter 

• Hooktheory 

• Musescore 

 

Further Supports (iPAD APP’s) 
 

• Just Press Record  Sound recorder, syncs with iCloud  
 
• Incredibox   Looping, simple music making  
 
• Music Memos        Create backing tracks, identify chords, build song structures  
 
• Acapella   Layering sounds, overdubbing  
 
• Anytune Pro+   Slowing down, changing the key on the fly  
 

• TonePad    Simple music making with sound grids  

 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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Notes 
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Contact details 

Administrative Office:    Director’s Office: 
Monaghan Ed. Centre,    LMETB, 
Armagh Road,      Chapel Street, 
Monaghan.      Dundalk 
www.metc.ie  

      

For all queries please contact  info@jct.ie 

 

Follow us on Twitter 

@JCforTeachers 

@JctMusicEdu    

Website: www.jct.ie 

 

 

mailto:info@jct.ie
http://www.jct.ie/

